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their own, Mickey Mantle, with the dedication 
of a statue of the legendary player at Mickey 
Mantle field at Commerce High School in 
Commerce, Oklahoma. 

Madam Speaker, Mickey Mantle’s hopes, 
dreams, and accomplishments remind each 
and every one of my constituents why it’s 
great to be an ‘‘Okie.’’ 
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CONGRATULATING ISRAEL ON 
OECD MEMBERSHIP 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 26, 2010 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to offer my congratulations to the 
state of Israel on its acceptance into the Orga-
nization for Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment. This shows a great triumph for the 
country of Israel, and I congratulate them on 
their prestigious achievement. 

On May 10, the 31 states in the OECD 
unanimously agreed to invite Israel to become 
a member, noting the country’s ‘‘scientific and 
technological policies have produced out-
standing outcomes on a world scale.’’ On May 
27, Israel officially joined. 

The fact that Israel is now a member of the 
OECD is proof that, despite hardships and 
struggle, Israel has become a thriving and 
prosperous democracy. It has made important 
contributions in technology, medicine, agri-
culture and environmental innovation, world-
wide. I am proud to see that these contribu-
tions are being acknowledged. 

I also want to recognize President Obama 
and Secretary Clinton for their strong efforts 
ensure this happened. This victory for Israel is 
equally a victory for our country. 

Congratulations, too, to the participating 
countries in the OECD for their ability to see 
past the possible politicization of this offer. 
The OECD was responsible and fair in its as-
sessment of Israel’s qualifications, focusing on 
what matters: economic and democratic stand-
ards. 

But even as we stand here to recognize the 
Jewish State’s achievement, we must remem-
ber that Israel, one of our strongest and most 
consistent allies, still continues to face attacks 
from hostile neighbors and challenges in its 
dealings with the rest of the world. 

We must continue to be supportive allies to 
the Jewish State. Though Israel has made this 
significant advancement, threats still exist, and 
we must ensure that anti-Israel and anti-Se-
mitic sentiments do not dictate Israel’s viability 
as a strong, democratic nation. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SIERRA NEVADA BREW-
ERY AND THE INSPIRATIONAL 
CAREER OF ITS FOUNDER KEN 
GROSSMAN 

HON. WALLY HERGER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 9, 2010 

Mr. HERGER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise to commend both Si-

erra Nevada Brewery and the inspirational ca-
reer of its founder, Ken Grossman on its 30th 
Anniversary. Ken is an outstanding model of 
the modern American entrepreneurial spirit. 

Thirty years ago, Ken began a modest 
brewing company in the town of Chico, Cali-
fornia. Named after the beloved California 
Mountains, the Sierra Nevada Brewery has 
since matured into the tenth largest brewery in 
the United States. 

Ken’s specialty beers receive constant 
praise for their exceptional quality. Through 
the years his brews have collected an impres-
sive array of national and international awards. 
His award portfolio includes gold medal rec-
ognition from competitions in Munich as well 
as the Great American Beer Festival in Colo-
rado. 

The Sierra Nevada Brewery, by incor-
porating smart and sustainable manufacturing 
practices, provides an excellent working exam-
ple of the ideal that economic success and en-
vironmental protection go hand in hand. Re-
cently, the brewery expanded its solar panel 
facility, making it one of the largest private 
solar facilities in the nation. This expansion al-
lows the brewery to produce the majority of its 
own energy needs. The brewery also engages 
in resource conservation and waste diversion 
through the installation of instruments that 
reuse the brewery’s wastewater and methane 
gas. Additionally, his brewery has a near per-
fect recycling record, diverting more than 98 
percent of its annual waste away from over-
used landfills. 

Sierra Nevada Brewery has had a tremen-
dous impact on the local economy. With ap-
proximately $100 million in annual sales, Si-
erra Nevada Brewery has been able to create 
over three hundred and fifty jobs. Sierra Ne-
vada Brewery has also been generous in giv-
ing back to the community. Indeed, its dona-
tion of $88,000 to the California State Univer-
sity, Chico’s Paul L. Byrne Agricultural Teach-
ing and Research Center illustrates its desire 
to give back to the community that has aided 
in its success. There is no doubt that the Sec-
ond Congressional District of California is a 
better place because of the economic activity 
and good works that Sierra Nevada Brewery 
selflessly provides. 
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RECOGNIZING MARTIN LEONARD 
SKUTNIK 

HON. JOHN M. SPRATT, JR. 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 9, 2010 

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate the retirement from government 
service of a true hero, Martin Leonard Skutnik. 
On June 4, 2010, Lenny retired after 30 years 
supporting logistics at the Congressional 
Budget Office, CBO. His work there—printing 
and distribution of literally hundreds of CBO 
reports, providing IT support, and handling 
mail and supplies—may not have been heroic 
in the standard sense, and Lenny Skutnik may 
still insist he didn’t do anything special, but 
those who remember the Air Florida crash in 
Washington, DC, in 1982 know differently. On 
that January day when a plane crashed into 
the freezing Potomac River seconds after 
takeoff, Lenny dived from shore to save a 
woman who was too weakened to hold on to 

a helicopter’s rescue line. His selfless and 
risky act saved Priscilla Tirado, and two weeks 
later President Reagan made Lenny a house-
hold name by citing his heroism during the 
State of the Union address. 

Lenny never sought recognition of his her-
oism, but he received it in spades, including 
being awarded both the United States Coast 
Guard’s Gold Lifesaving Medal and the Car-
negie Hero’s Fund Medal. The public acco-
lades included ‘‘Lenny Skutnik Days’’ in Mis-
sissippi in 1982, and a unanimously passed 
resolution by the General Assembly of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia honoring his ‘‘un-
selfish act of bravery.’’ 

But day in and day out, Lenny downplayed 
his heroism in an unassuming way, continuing 
to provide logistics for CBO. Doug Elmendorf, 
CBO’s Director, publicly cited Lenny’s con-
tributions on Friday, noting that Lenny says he 
was proud to have been part of CBO, and that 
he learned a lot working there. 

Lenny Skutnik exemplifies the spirit of public 
service, both on that fateful winter day in 1982 
and every day since then through his work 
with others at CBO to provide budget-related 
materials that inform Congress and the public 
on key decisions. On behalf of the many peo-
ple who rely on CBO’s products, and as a 
grateful American, I would like to thank Lenny 
Skutnik not just for his heroism in 1982 but 
also for his many years of public service. 
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HONORING MARTIN LEONARD 
SKUTNIK 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 9, 2010 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute and to say thank you 
to Martin Leonard Skutnik. Lenny is retiring 
after 30 years of service to the Congressional 
Budget Office. As you know, Madam Speaker, 
the Budget Committee relies heavily on CBO 
and on the professionalism, dedication, and 
competence of its staff—and those are the 
very traits I think of when I think of Lenny 
Skutnik: professional, dedicated, and com-
petent. Lenny paid perhaps one of the highest 
compliments an employee can pay to his em-
ployer when he said recently that he was 
‘‘proud to have been a part of it [CBO].’’ That 
pride was evident in his work and the support 
he provided CBO in ensuring its products 
were printed and disseminated in a timely 
manner. 

Lenny had a career at CBO of which he can 
be proud and Lenny—through his unforget-
table actions on a cold day in January nearly 
30 years ago—filled this nation with pride 
even as we watched the fate of Air Florida 
Flight 90 in horror. On that January 13th, 
which will forever be remembered by those 
who then lived and worked in and around 
Washington, DC, Lenny provided a very real 
face to heroism. Lenny pushed his own safety 
to the back of his mind, defied logic, and will-
ingly jumped into the icy waters of the Poto-
mac to help those in need. Lenny’s humility 
and grace keep him from acknowledging he 
did anything extraordinary, yet we know dif-
ferently. Lenny’s actions provide inspiration to 
us all and provide a vivid example for us to 
use when describing the concept of heroism to 
our children. 
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